Titlgtown,US A

MINUTES OF EQUAL RIGHTS COMMISSION

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2024, 5:30 PM
City Hall, Room 604 - The Harry Maier Room.
Virtual attendance is also available via Zoom.

A.ZOOM MEETING INFORMATION.

I. Join Zoom Meeting Online:
https://usOéweb.zoom.us/j/87 139363656 pwd=MHRIU | Vyb3dmd2x6eHhsNOx3Ry9yZz09

Or call in by phone: +1 312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 871 3936 3656
Passcode: 182212

If you wish to speak at this public meeting or leave a comment, please fill out the online
Comment Form prior to the meeting. More detailed Zoom Instructions can be found online.

B. ROLL CALL.

Present: Tara Yang, Michael Vinson, Marcus Grignon, Stephanie Guzman, Joey Prestley, Natalie
Hoffman. Workplace Culture Specialist Andrea Fox, and others.

C. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA.

I.  Approval of the Thursday, October 10, 2024 Equal Rights Commission meeting agenda.

Moved by Ald. Joey Prestley, seconded by Stephanie Guzman to approve.
Motion Passed.

Yes- Tara Yang, Michael Vinson, Stephanie Guzman, Joey Prestley, Natalie Hoffman, No-
None, Abstain- None.

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES.


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87139363656?pwd=MHRIU1Vyb3dmd2x6eHhsN0x3Ry9yZz09
https://greenbaywi.gov/FormCenter/Clerks-41/Virtual-Meeting-Comment-Form-for-Committ-147
https://greenbaywi.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10468/Virtual-Zoom-Meeting-Instructions-PDF

Moved by Ald. Joey Prestley, seconded by Stephanie Guzman to approve.

Motion Passed.

Yes- Tara Yang, Michael Vinson, Stephanie Guzman, Joey Prestley, Natalie Hoffman, No- None,
Abstain- None.

I.  Approval of the September |2th, 2024, Equal Rights Commission meeting minutes.

E. REGULAR BUSINESS.

I. Discussion and possible action on the current housing situation in Green Bay.

Moved by Marcus Grignon, seconded by Michael Vinson to hold until next ERC meeting.
Motion Passed.

Yes- Tara Yang, Michael Vinson, Marcus Grignon, Stephanie Guzman, Joey Prestley, Natalie
Hoffiman, No- None, Abstain- None.

2. Discussion and possible action on initiating an Indigenous Peoples' Day proclamation from
the Mayor's office.

Moved by Tara Yang, seconded by Ald. Joey Prestley to refer to staff.

Motion Passed.

Yes- Tara Yang, Michael Vinson, Marcus Grignon, Stephanie Guzman, Joey Prestley, Natalie
Hoffman, No- None, Abstain- None.

F. INFORMATIONAL.

I.  Chair update.

G. ADJOURNMENT.

Moved by Stephanie Guzman, seconded by Michael Vinson to adjourn.

Motion Passed.

Yes- Tara Yang, Michael Vinson, Marcus Grignon, Stephanie Guzman, Joey Prestley, Natalie Hoffman,
No- None, Abstain- None.



The Menominee Tribe in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth
Centuries

David F. Overstreet and David J. Grignon

gduction and Prelude to
Inﬁ;’é Eighteenth Century

who were the Menominee on history’s cusp, and
¢ do we know about their eighteenth- and nine-
wha contury archaeology and ethno-geography?
teenﬂ"l“ns of pre- and post-Columbian era tribes are
Herahf neted and confused from the names bestowed
often t?xellgn by identifiers of differing linguistic back-
“P";;ds and the Menominee Tribe is no exception.
Hgfﬁnm; {1896:% 2-14), for example, lists more than 80
varlations of names attiibuted to t-he Menominee, Most
readlers, however, are familiar with the association of
e Menominee fribe and the harvesting of wild rice
(jenks 1901). This is the manner in which they were
first described to seventeenth—cer_ltury administra-
tors in Mew France by the Indigenous people like the
Ottawa, with whom the Tribe traded during the early
decadss of the seventeenth century. jenks (1901:1033)

notes, for example:
Before the middle of the seventeenth century
wild rice was reported as the stapie food of the
Menomini Indians and being very plentiful on
what is now the Menomini River, the boundary
between Wisconsin and the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan.

Perhaps the Algonquian term Omucgnomenetoak
{People of the Wild Rice) is one of the most common
appellations applied to the people known today as the
Menominee Endian Tribe of Wisconsin (MITW), The
earlgr French explorers and traders referred to them as
the TGI{S?S Avoines,” loosely translated as the “wild oats
E;EGPI& Menominee speakers, however, identified

mselves as “ Kiggh Matchitivouk,” the Ancient Ones.
iion ; eclfmcept of ancient heritage in Menominee tra-

i creages from the Tribe's oral histories that place
River ang ﬂ‘:nbﬂ? the confluence of the Menominee
Where th ani ay of Green Bay, 1 was at that location
WaS tranggor Jjg%l bearroge frm.n the underworld and

- Bear wag g y the Creator into the first Menomi-

€n joined by Eagle and later by Wolf,

Crane, and Moose, who ate perceived as originators of
the five primary clans still in existence today. This nar-
ritive was provided to Walter Hoffman in the 1890s
by several respected elders and chiefs (Hoffman 1890,
1896; Grignon n.d,; c.f, Trowbridge 1823). Hoffman
(1896:39) noted, " The myth was obtained from a num-
ber of the older and influential chiefs, subchiefs, and
mita'wok, prominent among whom were Neo'pet,
Nia'qtowa’pomi, and Ma’tuahi Kine'n.” This ancient
status was accepted by Samuel Barrett and Alanson
Skinner (1932), who reported the first formal archaeo-
logical investigations that took place on the Menomi-
nee Reservation in the summers of 1919 and 1921.
Focus was placed on mound excavation, a primary
archaeological research activity at the beginning of the
twentieth century, while habitation areas were dis-
cussed only in passing. Barrett and Skinner concluded
that the late precontact manifestations on the reserva-
tion represented the prehistory of the nineteenth- and
twentieth-century Menorninee residents in northeast-
et Wisconsin and the adjoining Upper Peninsula of
Michigan. Supported by such notable archaeologists
as Will C. McKern, Gordon Willey, and John Bennett,
time-space systematics of the era incorporated such
terms as “Keshena Focus,” “Wolf River Aspect,” and
“Keshena Culture,” all of which were said to repre-
sent the precontact ancestry of the Menominee Indian
Tribe of Wisconsin.

Ong of the hallmarks of “Keshena Culture” was
the intermingling of Mero complex shell-tempered
pottery with Late Woodland grit-tempered pottery,
including styles known today as Heins Creek and
Point Sarrble Collared wares, & phenomenon fivst not-
ed by Barrett and Skinner (1932), and later by Mason
(1966) from Wisconsin's Door Peninsula. Decades
later, this led some researchers to gpeculate that the
Menominee’s ancestors may have had a material cul-
ture similar in sore regard to the precontact culture
identified as Oneota, an identification generally based
almost exclusively on the occurrence of shell-tem-
pered pottery that almost always was said to reflect
gither Chiwere or Dhegiha Siouan cultural affiliation

D”v ' . ] 0 * .
E Ovmimtf Menomitiee Cultural and Logging Museum; David J. Grfgnan, Tribal Historic Preservntion Officet,
Menominge Indinn Tribe of Wisconsin
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(sce Brose 1968, 1970a, 1970b; Gibbon 1986; Hall 1993,
1995; Hurley 1975). Brahy (1990, 2002) took 2 Iesdg
equivocal approach, stating that the shelbteu}mw'
ceramic assemblage at Zatling Lake (47FR186) in For-
est County, and at several other sites h'e mvestq_;ated
during his many years of fieldwork in the Nicolet
National Forest, linked the Mero complex as a cultural
tradition to the precontact Menominee Fribe. Shortly
thereafter Dirst (1993) revealed a large and complex
Mero-Hike settlement, Whitefish Bay View (47DR167},
at Whitefish Dunes State Park on the Door Peninsula,
with indisputable evidence of maize as a significant
subsistence resource. In that same year, Moffat et al.
(1993), and later Moffat (1999), conducted test excava-
tions at several sites in the Wisconsin River headwa-
ters area, including the Fisher's Island (470N51) and
Dry Point (470N245) sites, both of which produced
shelltempered ceramics along with grit-tempered
Late Woodland forms, maize, and wild rice. These
sites also provided radiocarbon dates demonstrating
occupation prior to AD 1100. Maize remaing and a
metate were also recovered from the mixed late Late
Woodland /Mero component at the Boss Tavern local-
ity within the Fabry Farm site (47DR107) on the Door
Peninsula {Overstreet et al. 2005), buttressing Dirst’s
{1993) contention regarding the presence of maize.
Figure 1 shows these site locations in Wiscortsin,
Taking an alternative view to the concept of
"ancient” Menominee, Mason (1993, 1997} questioted
the idea that the Tribe could be linked to regional pre-
contact populations as suggested by Brose, Hunley,
Gibbon, Hall, Overstreet, Brohy, and others, Rather,
he inferred that the Menominee homeland, based on
a single utterance by the early seventeenth-century
Jesuit missionary Claude Dablon, was situated in the
area of Michilimackinac and that they arrived in the
region indicated by the Tribe’s oral traditions only a
short tirne before the French. He stated (1997:84):

Perhaps the Menomini were not long-tenured
in the homeland they claimed; they may instead
have been in the vanguard of post-prehistory
invaders, anticipating by only a generation or
two the course that would be followed by others,

And he concluded (1997:84):

Notwithstanding the skill prevailing conserisus
that the Menominis emerged into history where
generati.ons of the ancestors had lived and died
in Prelustory, corroborating evidence, as just
reviewed, remains sufficiently unimpressive and
ambiguous enough to invite questioning,

l\/[_emx}ﬁ'nee oral traditions, in contrast, hark back
to their origin narrative wherein the Tribe's creation

18th & 19th Ceniuries

took place tn the distant past, ag not
mouth of the Meriominee Rivey and S.e Wayg, a

; £ 3hra . ’ Hica ¢ th
mation of the ancestrai bear they haye th trang 3
this region. The controversy, fueleqg 1‘; Always [v@do "
usufruct rights claimed in the Treat yfmfgati on Wm
1836, generated much reneweq intere: fhe s ier
ing the status of Menominee prehistg tin g, Ul’nen?
the twenty-first century, Y 8t the gy,

At about the same time, the Mengm
Preservation Office inilated and sup Minea istoric
ed effort to revisit several of the gt Orted o Concey,
tion where Barrett and Skinner ('1932) E 2 tosory,,
excavations, but also to conduyet More dﬂd Carrieg
work at historically documented Megctm!,ed Siltyg
both on and off the reservation, A joir:: MInge gitgg
was later launched with, College of Mengy ['.“(ieﬁakin
and continued through 2019, During t;‘:inee. Nation
Five Islands (47ME11/33), Joe Dick ROadaE; 7t1me "
Sepaxticum (47ME12), Wayka Creek .(47&51\'1!3107).
Eddy (47MEL4), Big Eddy West (47147 ) Big
Lake (47ME2/45), Nakuti's Berry Paich (47]{,11:& Belle
Kakwatch (47ME35) sites were surveye E5), ang

. o any
;n gr?atex- detail, and controlied test EXCaVag;::}:fed
judiciously deployed (Gartner and Oversiyee 206129:

Grignon et al. 2013; Overstreet 2000, 2

_ : ()9, 2012 15,
Qverstreet and Mier 2001). A project of broader scilpsé

and greater detail was co-funded by the National Park

Service and Menominee Tribal Enterprises, Inc, 1

survey and map Kinepoway's Village (7MEL), 2
mid-nineteenth-century agricultural settlement (G-
gnon et al. 2013}, This work corubined archacotogieat
survey, oral history interviews, and mapping utiliz
ing geographic information system (GIS) technology.
Off-reservation investigations then commenced at
Peshtigo Point (47MT165), White Potato Lake (470C8,
470C347, 470C356 and 470C357), Archibald lake
(470C309), and across the present state border it
Menominee County, Michigan, at the Backlund Vil
lage and Mounds-White Rapids Village and Mou_ndﬁ
site complex at 60 Islands on the Menominee Riwet
(20ME?, 20ME3, 20ME10, and 20ME61). The colle
tive results of these investigations have provided th;
basis for the initial formulation of a new taxon dubggg‘
the “Provisional Wolf River Tradition” (Brohy 2000
COversirest 2000, 2014},

, stion
The Provisional Wolf River Teaditio
" is 'de(i\'ed

dition
" of the tad?
51156 0 119

The “Provisional Wolf River Tra’
from a combination of W. €, McKern 1 Counc 35
“Wolf River Aspect” (National Resiir‘; orvs definiio®
see also Mason 1997:73-74) and M2

I 1976', ng”
of the concept of “territorial attniclty” {
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Siles numbered on the map:

iL. Fisher' s Island ~Oneida County, 470NS1

}g Dry Point site —Oneida County, 470N245

e iarlmg Lake-Forest County, 47FR186

" V\l?i;:iebsgiqlfl; . i\dcund Group ~Oconte County, 470C309
- ato ake siteg—

) sty 470%?75 es—Oconte County, 470C8, 4700347,

" PMo:i\t;ge l?oint—- Marinetie County, 47M1168

n Wi 15i;tm;:rvhmm~»§ilm\rvanc| County, 475W150

2 o) % ish Bay Vie.w — Door County, 47DR167 -
Sellos ;;Vﬂrw_ncnhly, Fabry Farm - Door County, 47DR107

@~ Winnebago County, 47/WN638

Figure 1,
neg Resoryy ton,

List of sites within the Menominee Reservation
mentioned in this article, {Specific site locations are

privileged information of the Menominee Nation.)
Big Bddy —-47ME14
Big Rddy West —47ME167
Chief Oshkash Setttement—47ME132
Five Islancis—~47ME11/33
Joe Dick Road —47ME107
Kokwateh-47ME35
Kinepoway's Village—47MEL4]
La Belle Lake—47ME2/45
Makirpitas—47MES/ 104
Nakuti's Berry Patch—47MES
Sepaxticum—47MELZ
Sugar Camp ~47ME456
Wayka Creek --47MEGH

ﬁﬂi::lc‘f many of the Menominee sites mentioned in this article. Cthers are located within the Menori-
ich Is generally conterminous with Menominee County.
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Admittedly, the Wolf River tradition is a ?v.m'k in
progress, hence its characterization as “provisional.
The intent here is to provide the reader with a sirmma-
ry of the late precontact adaptive straiegics that were
regionally employed, and show how these patterns
are viewed as key to gaining a sound grasp of the his-
torically documented eighteenth- and nineteenth-cen-
tury Menominee bands. It is also clear that the contact
era o doubt stressed traditional lifeways in the face of
rapidly changing social, economic, and political inte.r-
actions. These processes are addressed elsewhere in
this issue, and it would be redundant to revisit them, It
is, however, important to keep in mind that patterns z.::f
long standing during the late preconlact era were still
recognizable in the eighteenth and nineteenth centu-
ries. Late precontact tmes are arbitrarily defined here
as yanging from approximately AD 750 to 1634; the
latter date, by convention in Wisconsin, corresponds
with Nicolet's visit to the Menominee and Winnebage
tribes in the Upper Great Lakes.

Formulating the provisional Wolf River tradition
was an exercise with multiple objectives that sought
to evaluate Robert L. Hall's (1995, 2004) suggested
presence of “band-level, minimalty horticuliural soci-
ety with an admixture of Woodland and Oneota-like
{in this case Mero Complex) pottery,” The consteila-
tion of sites noted previously have almost invariably
been classified as Oneota, but they do not meet any
definition that considers attributes outside of ceramic
temper, Nor may the inhabitants of these provisional
Wolf River tradition sites be accurately characterizad
as “minimally horticuttural.” The Bacldund site com-
plex, Archibald Lake, Big Eddy West, Joe Dick Road,
and Kakwatch sites are sizeable villages with rafsed
agricultural fields of a magnitude that bespeaks com-
munity projects rather than paniry gardens. All occur
within the confines of hardwood forests rather than in
the Prairie Peninsula with its oak openings, or in the
western grasslands that are the characteristic habitat
of Oneota residential settings, It is also significant to
note that the duration, as Mason (1990, 1992) has dem-
onstrated, spans the tenth through the seventeenth

centuries and hence takes on the characteristics of a
tradition. ' S

Maize, Mounds, Raised Fields
and Surface Depressions —
Attributes of Wolf River Tradition
Summer Agricultural Villages

Menominee agricultural pursuits and capabilities
ha\:'e been disparaged and mischaracterized in the hig-
torical record (Gartner 2015; Gariner and Overstreet

Menominee Tribe in the 18th & 19th Centaries

Oversfmet an

2016). Typically, the eighteen. ar
tury Menominee people were descl-- et
reluctant gardeners prefen-ing’ accllbe'd A g h‘“ﬂn.
ment officials, to indulge only in t()hrdtpg o .
than to take up the plow and becg € Chagyr e,
The archaeological record only 1.&:: Clvilizgy Fara[ha;
light how distorted is this hisgop My Dagy Mg
£, is this h1stgma[ as l‘ngh
master (2004), Overstreet (2000 2 Sumpﬁ(,n bty
Bgan-Brul  2009) ang g D
gan-Brithy (2014) have collectivel Bry y

sive raised agricultural fields ag 4 l{;l'leVea[@d e;md
provisional Wolf River tradition Wara]()r Aty
ments. Raised agricuttural fields i m:;*smson Set“m
have, by and large, been Obme*'ate(; bern 15%“:1
agriculture and methods of refm,esta{, T iz
those fields that are extant are most aiw;t)n. .
linked to Oneota populations (c, Sasggﬂ 52l {q b
viving plots of these so-called garden be d2003)- B
inon on the Menominee RESErVaﬁon’ lesss ara ggp.
the boundaries of the CheqUamegon_Nicoiefo w}thin
Forest. One notable exception ig the Archibl\l]ahonal
site, at isolated instarces like the tract OwadLake
managed by the Archacological Conservang 11:d a1.1cl
Potato Lake in Oconto County, and at sitz Zoﬁhlm
at White Rapids on the Menominee Rive e Edt
in Menominee County, Michigan. Those exte;:-m
minimally disturbed tracts at Joe Dick Road, Big E[;:"e.
West, Sepaxticum and other locations on the Menomi)i
nee Reservation are the result of the Tribe's Sitstain.
able forestry practices and general prohibition aprinst
mechanized reforestation. In the Chequamepon-Nig.
let National Forest, the more than 28 hectares of raised
fields, mounds, and surface depressions at Archibag
Lake are protected by both the National Register of
Historic Places designation and a U.S. Forest Service
designation as a protected scientific and eavivonmes-
tal zone of mature beech-hemiock forest. Finally, the
remaining tract of raised fields at White Potato Lake
in Oconte County is also protected by the Natiodl
Rogister designation. The Backlund/White Rapils
raised fields that occur on both the upper and lower
terraces of the Merominee River are strung out o7
the northeast shore of the river for a distance of abotk
three miles, intersparsed with settlements and mOUH

* groups like the Backlund and White Rapids sife car

plex (Buckmaster 2004). ) s i 16

We interpret the Menominee River sites ot
resent a cultural landscape with strong asgoci .
MITW., While there s limited protection fX p?ent 0
of sites or individual sites by the eStathh]rlopﬂs
so-called “buffer zones,” c’tevelol?"’“?nt of 2 I:hg:efare
oper-pit mine will compartmentallze ?iglds e
destroy the cultural landscape. .CorI;xe 50 foud
cally associated with the MenominCe = b oy
in the General Land Office records on
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cast shore of Lake Winnebago, and
Lake Poygan. Without question,
are but a minuscule fraction of
1 that must have iiitered.the fm‘esi; floor in
caised field® 105, with the vast remainder having been
precuntaCf t;jn C’)Stcontact land use pl‘ﬂCﬁC{:‘S.
oiterated 2 PO sponsored by the USDA, Natlon-
mvestiga? Food and Agriculture (NIFA), have
al nstitute ;e chronalogy. attributes, and functions
focused o0 Itd {Gartner 2015; Gartner and Overstreet
of sased fe sset 2009). Phytolith, starch grain, and
2i6; OversHre s, supplemented by flotation recov-
fe anabeifre:d plz;mt macrofossils, have identified
ery of carbonh‘ sunflower, and possibly Chenopodi-
meize squé}f tim latter may be a harvested “friendly
10 afmozir than a domesiicant (Piperno and Holst
wee;-l &rz[lin 2015), Test excavations at the Joe Dick
?gaci, Sepaxticum, and Big Edcly sif:es have expanded
age of ceramics encountered in these northeast-
ﬂ:ﬁ {:f isgconsin and northwestern Upper Peninsula late
: recontact suminer agricultural villages. .

Brose’s (1968) analyses of the ceramics recovered
by Spaulding {1956), and Buckmaster's {1999) ir}v.esa
tigations at the Backlund Village site, have identified
Mere Complex shell-tempered ceramics along with
Heins Creek and Point Sauble Collared wares in both
mound fill and village midden and surface depression
deposits. This is true also for the ceramic assemblage
from the Riverside site (20MET1), near the mouth of
the Menominee River (Mcllraith 2015; Pleger 1998).
These same ceramic wares were encountered in both
the raised fields and in storage pits at Joe Dick Road,
while Sepaxticum and Five Islands have produced no
shell4empered ceramics. Ostensibly earlier occupa-
tions than Joe Dick Road and Big Eddy West, both
Sepaxticum and Five Islands so far have yielded only
Heins Creek and Point Sauble Collared late (termi-
naf?) Late Woodland pottery. :

The stratigraphic contexis of the ceramics at all of
these sites, unfortunately, are open Lo varying inter-
g:ﬂa;mns, That is to say, the cultivating and rework-
mi;;xg:@ gardens have served to mix the depositional
ed to f?:nhd the storage fee.;tm_-es must also be consid-
and reufeLrT?‘?s be contaminated by potential mixing
fons to e Sdl_lmltaglon notwithstanding, investiga-
organic agrici:; t;f:ate a4 compllex system of sust.amable

0 t 1600 1e that per‘slsted frf)m approxxmfately

NOminge fop and was still practiced by traditional
Cntury (Carty, ;‘lgg communities into the twentieth
Verstreet 2000 2011?; G_ﬁl‘tner and Overstrfa.et 2016;
Yery smal EXCﬂ\;atl 5 Grignon E‘i‘ al. 2013). Finally, a
: BBy zém atthe Archibald Lake site (Bruhy
that the Hging g: 14) suggests, to no one's surprise,
reek and Point Sauble wares predate

. he
qewatmn, anth :
R e gouth shove ot
. i
1125 remamm frac
th
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the shefl-tempered Mero Complex pottery. This is

consistent with the radiocarbon assays compiled by

Mason from charred food encrustations on Mero Com-
plex ceramics from Door Peninsula sites (1990, 1992).
At multiple ocations on the Menominee Reser-
vation, the forest floor is dimpled by surface depres-
sions. The majority of these were undoubtedly used
for storage of perishable commodities, but some also
functioned as earth ovens, while others may have
been used to cache a wide variety of implements, and
still others may have been associated with ceremo-

nial activities (Arzigian and Theler 2019). At the Joe
Dick Road site nore than 300 surface depressions or
Pits have their origins visible at the surface, and these
were mapped on the site plan in 2000, along with two
garden bed plots and two mounds (Figure 2). More
recent surface survey, however, indicates a much
more expansive reach of raised agricultura! fields, and

as many as 300 or more additonal surface depressions

that have yet to be mapped. Reconnaissance survey
at the Kakwatch site was undertaken to assess the

description of surface depressions reported there by
Barreit and Skinner, who described this large site com-
plex in the following manner:

Flgure 12 gives a plat of this site, showing the
locations of the various mounds and of the
numerous refuse pits. The village site occupies
the higher ground covering the whole eastern
portion of the site. The refuse pits are on the
slope leading from the edge of the village site
down to the stream. Notth of the South Branch
Road the site crosses the brook, and a few pits
and mounds occar for the next hundred and
fifty yards, running slightly west along theridge
[Barrett and Skinner 1932:438].

Pigure 3 reproduces Barrett and Skinner's 1932
site map, Similar clusters of suxface depressions were
reported from the Makimitas site (47MES/104) and
Five Islands sites. At Makimitas, Barrett and Skinner
(1932:424~425) described the pits and some of the con-
tents fourud therein:

Except where destroyed by cultivation north of
the road, the pits on this site ave still quite plainly
visible, as indicated in Figure 33. Examination
showed them {o be remarkably uniform, not
only in appearance, but in structure, They were
oval in shape, averaging four feet long, three feet
broad and four feet deep. Upon testing with a
spade the earth within the pits usually showed
a jet black surface layer of charcoal, four to six
inches thick. This sometimes contained a few
potsherds. In one or two instances the vest of the
pit was filled with light gray or red ashes, and
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Figure 2. Joe Dick Road site (47ME107) as it was wapped in 2000,

occasfonally fire-cracked stones. In half a doz-
en cases the entire filling of the pit was darkly
stained with charcoal but in ail the rest the earth
was either slightly darkened or mottled sand,
streaked with charcoal, or was light colored,
reserbling the yellow virgin sand round about.
In alt cases, however, at three or four inches from
the bottom of the pit, a heavy layer of charcoal
was found. Mingled with this were burnt stones,
and nearly always, countless minute fragments
of calcined bone, too small for positive identifica-
tion, but closely resembling the larger fragments
found in the cremated mound burial deposits.
With these wete found, on certain occasions, an
unburned finger or human toe bone, Associated
with the calcined bones were generally a foew
potsherds, and sometimes one or more small fri-
angular flint arrowpoints, Often both sherds and
points showed signs of having been subjected to
extreme heat. :

Figure 4 is a facsimile of the Barrett and Skinner
Figure 33 referenced in the above quote. Whather or not
the pit structure and function at Makimitas described
by Barrett and Skinner is typical of the many habita-
tion sites with large pit clusters on the Menominge

tion as part of the Bffigy Mound wadition,

Reservation catmot be currently ascertained. Uni
such time as a significant sample of pits, for evample,
a 10-20% sample of the approximate 1,000 pits vis-
ible on the surface at Joe Dick Road, are appropriately
excavated and documented, comparable data will be
lacking. The small sample of pits excavated.atJoe Dick
Road suggests they functioned as storage features or
earth ovens, many of which were backiilled with yil-
lage debris (Overstreet 2000).

While Hurley (1975) placed the mounds reported
by Bartett and Skinner on the Menominee R‘:;::E
cantly, there are few examples that can reasona:{}; ?ﬁ
described as offigies, Barrettand Skinner rEPf_’“em_ ot
primary mound forms, conicat and tapering line 1i.nea!
unknown reasons they described the tapenn;gm o
forme as “catfish mounds.” Dirst (1998) In fo'epms
ing on these mounds, suggested they mSYC orali?
sturgeon effigies, and this is a more lqgmortance ot
than a portrayal of catfish, given the ImP-

on 5 W
to sturgeon in Menominee lore an tfalﬂt“ig gt
as the ancient fish's role in SL.leIStenC;:' aﬁ ke
to note that while both Heins Cree o Doint gauble

(4
veagels, as well as Aztalan Collared an
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10% pumber 1

ol .
f years? And further, what is the

d pottery that is introduced
£ : y 1000 or shortl

iy \ ginning around AD y
ot the T€¢ “’{:eb{;f:-}gmger of an abandonment of the
pefore? 8 itt Jogy that begins with the North Bay
c techn@® out 500 BC and terminates with grif-

o ware? Was the typical Late Woodland
o ely replaced exclusively by

emperee " son ultimat
: ition ‘ , :
traded varieties assumed by many to be of

7 1f the answer 10 this question is yes,
: the description of Menominee
g4-year-old Philip Nakuti to
911 (Skinner 1921:82) deserves

i son, but also that the brief descrip-
furthe w;ﬁjﬁf}isxd pottery at the Duck Creek Métis
ton of P2 Lester and Jean Rentmeester (1984, 1989)

nt by . \ :
Sef;‘:iomgdered a5 corroborating evidence, MNakuti
@

selated to Skinner: _
e were made of selected clay, which
‘ﬂ\::; ;?uﬂsed and mixed with pulverized sh.ells
of the freshwater clam {Lnio sp.} for ternpering.
When the clay had beent properly prepared, more
water was added, and it was kneaded into a stiff
pasté.' This was plastered by hand over a large
ball of basswood-bark twing, an opening being
left out of which protruded an end of the string.
The clay was then smoothed off with a stick, and -
the incipient vessel was set In the sun to dry. In.
fact, sinshine was considered such a necessary
factor in the drying process that no one ever
attempted to make pottery on a dull day.

, ndrcds(? .
of ’?Eﬂm f ghell-lempere

shell—temp_er. -

eold orig! .
f:tllmearls not only that
l pitery providcd. by
I?Alanson gkinner in 1

When the clay coating was dry, the potler took
hold of the end of the ball of twine, which had
been left protruding from the opening made for
the purpose and, puliing it, unwound the ball
within, leaving an earthen shell, Fresh clay was
daubed over the rough inside and the outside
¥as straped smooth with a stick. The vessel was
then sized with a coating or wash of finer dlay,
and omamented with designs marked with a
sharpened stick [Skinner 1921:282-283],

also ‘;‘Ei%:‘:n‘g*“mz a positive answer to that question
(1986) an lL;‘euc-mce to the suggestion by both Gibbon
Pered pottar g (1993, 1995) that somie of the shell-terri-
amay act{;u; the Green Bay area and the Door Penin-
Nee's mCEStha. ly hav.e been fabricated by the Menomi-
Umption -;Eidfhat is the position taken here, but that
388tepates gy 41 185585 only the summer population
i g i these agricultural villages. Seasonality
ity algg acqomi during periody of resource availabil-
Party arly ﬂfﬂr many of the smaller interior sites,
12y have been revealed, described, and

uhy and Bgan-Bruhy (2014).
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Provisional Wolf River
Tradition Seasonal Special-
Purpose Extraction Camps

The annual round of late precontact Menominee
bands and those of the postcontact era likely differed
significantly only after the intensification of the fur
trade in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
After the crops iere harvested, processed, and stored
for the next raiged-field preparation and planting sea-
son, kin groups began moving to traditional ricing
stations. Wild rice was abundant at such locations as
the Middle Fox River Passageway; the west shore of
Green Bay, particularly in the shoals of the Big and Lit-
tle Suamico Rivers; the mouth of the Oconto, Peshtigo,
Kinnikinnic (Milwaukee River tributary), and Menom-
inee Rivers; and at such lacustrine setlings as Shawano
Lake, Post Lake, and others. Accordinig to Jenks (1901)
and Hoffman (1896), there was much attendant cer-
emonial and regulatory. behavior that accompanied
the staging for the wild rice harvest. Undoubtedly, the
crop failed or was poor in some years, while in oth-
ers it was quite abundant. How the eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century Menomiries wonld have adjusted
their subsistence activities in years of poor ¥ield is
better addressed from the ethnographic and ethno-
historical records than from the current archaeologi-
gal record, Processing stations were spread out on the
shores of the harvest areas, jig-pits were dug or reno-
vated, and rice was harvested, parched, danced, win-
nowed, stored, and no doubt consumed (Figures 6 and
7). Duxation of occupation at these sites was certainly
short, no more than a few weeks at most.

Mast crops also might have been harvested, but
asicle from Dunham’s (2009) and Skibo et al."s {2009)
studies, there is little information about the use of
these resources in northern Wisconsin and Michigan's
Upper Peninsula, except to.say that carbonized nut
fragments ate almost ublquitous in late precontact
floral assemblages. They are seldom numerous, but as
Skibo et al. (2009) infer, boiling to extract nut oil may
have been a common fall-season task. In addition to
mast crop harvesting as a fall subsistence f}CﬁVitY: fall
spawning fish, p:;imarily lake trout and whitefish from
September to Decernber, would also have been taken
during the spawning runs in the shatlows. :

Al the onset of winter, most agricultural villages
were temporarily abandoned, although some small
contingents may have been in permanent residerice.
Kin units broke down into small, extended fanilies
and proceeded fo traditional winter hurftlng grounds.
These small camps weresituated ina variety °f_ protect-
ed locations such as cedar swatnps where white tailed
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Figure 6, Rice harvesﬁng on Shawano Lake (ca. 1925);
{courtesy of the Milwaukee Public Museum, #31325).

R

T

leer were prone to yard up, or small rock shelters such
asthose found scattered along the Niagara Escarp-
ment flanking the east shore of Lake Winnebago. Fig-
ure'8-depicts 2 Menominee winter camp i Langlade
County and likely. represents a typical cighteenth-:to
aineteenth-gentury domestic unit. Aside from Bruhy’s
work in the:Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest at
Tocations like the Isthmus site (47FR43), and at Zarling
Lake, few short-term logistical sites: ostensibly asso-
ciated with the eighteenth- and. nineteenth-century
Menominee Tribe have been jnvestigated, Among the
most enlightening summaries of shorf-term extractioni
camps Is that by Bruhy and Egan-Brahy (2018): from
fhe locus of the Butternut-Franklin: Lakes Archago-
logical Distriet in Forest County, However, T woult

rigt ; v, I would
note that while Bruhy and Bgan:Bruhy (2018;172)
~ @ppropriately consituct.a: Menominse-Wolf River
tradition analog from. the Skinner {1921:371-372) oral
histories o logistical camps and their relationship to
sununer agrieulturgl villages; they. conflate the. Wolf
River tradition.as part of the broader Onecta tradition
Stmply put, Wolf River tradi 0.share

AD.900 ceramic. temper with the ceramics: elansified’

Hon siteg do.share posf

igur 7. Rice processing o0 ¢
" (eourtesy of fhe Milwaukee:t 2

ghawano b
PublieMu
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Figure 8. Menominee winter camp in Langlade County (ca, 1926) (courtesy of the Milwatkee Public Museum, #655b).

as Oneota but they do not share adaptive strategies,
environmental-ecological setting, social organization,
demestic structure design, or any other characteristics
noted for their Siouan neighbors. As Mason (1966) has
stated, Oneota ethnicity, where the issue is addressed,
is overwhelmingly linked to either the Chiwere of
Dhegiha Siouan speakers, - - T e
Regarding cold-weather seasonal settlements, one
such winter camyp, the Selle site (47WN63B); s situated
on the shores of the Rat River marsh, 1t was occupied
by asmall Menominee group who were likely associat<
ed with the Poygan band, whose summer agricuitural
village, trading post, and Bonduel's mission were no
mere than a day-Jong canoe trip from the south shore
;f :ﬁi Poypan (Overstreet et al; 2003). The Rat River
just a sy

Pﬂ Y o ) *
muya%g“t Faunal assemblages with high frequencles of

a aﬂ 1 . > X X . R
camps prj d turtle may not be typical of‘Menominee
PRNYing: growth of the {rade-in: furs; but thisy ‘were

avih?ﬁ“’” lace at the Selle site; Turtle wouldhayebédn

and extI:aSiwpIy by probing thie shallows in the marsh
Blirrgype cting them from the thuck Where they-had

" 10 spend the wiriter in: 4 lefhergic states
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u!:ary.of the Wolf, the confluence of which is
ort distance north of the north shore of Lake

Or to the eighteenth century and the accom-

We agsume that muskrats were taken with.spears and
traps for theirpelts, = ..~ .. ¢ ]
- Between the years 1820 and 1855, a small group-
of Menominee: occupied the Selle site, based:on the'

L L P

Lttt e

~historical ‘artifact assemblage recovered :there (Qver:.
-street et al. “2003:171-195). Kaolin--pipe -bowls :and:

stems, Dover (British)jgainﬁlints, gun. parfs, shot; Jead
spiues, beads, buckles; brooches; kettle. brass; and tin
ware fragments are’ typical of the era’ and not likely:

-diagnostic of any :particular-ethnic. group. The same -
- may be said'of the' whiteware and brdwn transfer print;

ceraiic:sherds also fourid there. It must also behioted::
that by thistime, mixed-ethnic populations were.the

rutle rather:thar the exception. According: to- Wyath

(1986:8-5), by 1836, most of:the intérion Menominee;
bands moved.to the big villagé area at Take Poygan,

although many ‘rémained -at aixed villages along -

Lake Michigan shores, and: some bands stayed along,
the lake.. However; Wyait {1986:8-5) -alsoinotes. that
artiobserver in 1849 found that/the Menominee were”
for the most:pary forest dwellers who ived apart from.

‘white’ settlementain ‘the nine’ bands, and: were- gow.
- exned ]

. ;{ R

5 50me 26 chifefs o v ok ¥ i .
uyﬁﬁg; irapping, and stiaring of large and smalk

' gninals, both for food and for-furs, was. casried
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out by solitary males and perhaps amall task groups.
Menominee women would have been occupied with
dressing furs for the trade, fabrication of their own kin
group’s clothing, and other domestic needs (Skinner
1921).

As temperatures began lo rise, generally by late
March to mid-April, the warming waters pmmoted
spawning behavior of such spring-spawning species
as lake sturgeon, walleye pike, northern pike, and
various species of suckers. Just prior to the availabil-
ity of spring-spawning fish, lhowever, was the collec-
tion and processing of maple sap. The sap collection
season is variable, and dependent on fluchations in
temperature—daylime temperatures above 32° Faht-
enheit, and nights with below-freezing temperatures
are the optimal times for sap collection. Avoiding the
question of whether or not maple sugar was produced
during the precontact era, it is certain that production
was purstied by the great majority of Menominee tribal
members during the eighteenth and nineteenth centu-
ries, and continues fo this day. Prior to the introduction
of metal containers fashioned from copper and brass,
and later cast iron and tin, that became readily avati-

able in postcontact times, sap was collected in birch

bark containers kitown as Maknks. Makuks had a long
history, and regardiess of the origoing discussion of the
origins of maple sugar production, these widespread
itemns amonyg Great Lakes precontact populations were
employed in cocking, hauling and storing water and
other commaodities, and for gathering berries and other
plant products. A typical eighteenth- to nineteenth-
century sugar camp had an archaeological surface
expression dominated by container caches for sap col-
Iection, fire-cracked rock, and a boiling arch (Figure 9).
" Following, or perhaps even overlapping with,
maple syrup and sugar production, attention shifted
to the spring fish harvest. Again, certain favored spots
appear to have been utilzed over the course of cen-
turies, particularly for the harvesting and processing
of lake sturgeon, Excavations at the Magee-Mitton site
(475W150) in Shawano County, for example, generak-
ed evidence of millennia of procurement and process-
ing of sturgeon atong the Wolf River, about 10 miles
south of the southern border of the Menominee Res-
ervation (Overstreet 2004). Cultural debris, ranging

from Late Paleoindian in age to the postcontact era,

was found scattered across the site on a prominent
terrace overlooking' the Wolf River. Multiple large
rock features in shallow pits employed for processing
sturgeon, by smoking and/or drying, were associatect
with sturgeon scutes, Scutes are the five rows of boney
external plates arranged along the sturgeon’s back that
serve as body armor. These ancient fish, like sharks,
are cartilaginous and lack bones, and the scufes often

Menominee Tribe In the 18th & 19th Centuries

‘mid-nineteenth-century sturgeon spoar,

()versh'eef ing g
ﬁgl’tu
are the only remaining evidence 0f thei n
archaealogical sites. B aceyy,
One of the most noted locationg for
vest i?y nineteenth-century M‘-‘mminez 01 by
question for centuries hefore this time “; and iﬂlou;
Falis, a natural barrier in the Waolz Rivér ag atl(eshena
ernmost spawning location for gy, :“d the Narh,
Take Winnebago chain (Lakes Winnebao am g,
O,

Morts, Winneconne, and Poygan), Kﬁesiné dutte theg
esery

Falls, noting that the Bear Moiety headEIS%;tOKeshena
S

Souligny, Chickeny, and Shawans lineg sh,
of the Wolf River, while the Thunder .t;l:(’wlestshnre
the direction of Wayka, Poegonah, ang ere Undey
deployed along the east bank (Keesing ng, 1;37?;59{ :

Nce in

. 152). On the north side of creeks conflyen With the

eastern shores of Lake Winnebago, Late Wood)
settlements as well as those from more recant ﬁaﬂd
were located to take advantage of the sunyige Wannnt;s
and the movement of spawning fish up the croy i,
these short-term extraction camps, v
This seasonal round of which we see hinis
an incomplete archacological record is fully conss.

tent with the description of early nineteenth-conty

Menominee subsistence and settlement described by
Jedidiah Morse in his report to Secretary of War John
Calhoum in 1822. Morse's (1822) report was gathered
fromn local informants at Green Bay, fncluding John
Lawe, James Porlier, Laurent Feeley, and the Grignon
brothers, who, as reembers of the old Green Bay tad-
ing families with Menominee relations, provided an
accutate account of the tribe during the period of
1820-1825. This account was a prelude to the Treaty
of Butte des Morts in 1827 that served to demarcale
the Menominee and Chippewa territorial bourdaty.
Morse estimated the tribe at about 4,000 individuals
distributed in some 10 summer villages. Regarding
subsistence, Morse noted that in the spring the Tribe
stbsisted on (maple) sugar and fish, in the summer o8
fish and game, in the fall on wild rice and cor andin
the winter on fish and game, with the fish being don
nated by sturgeon and lake trout.

The number and locations of
reported in historical documents
patible, Keesing (in.d., 1987) sugges
Menoininee in the seventeenth centt!
environs of a single village &t Menomme:éd ety
This erroneous statement has been repea Beck (207
occasions but hopefully was put to fﬁSE b?' g west
The 1819 census lists five Menominee Say, whiled
of Lake Michigan, in and around Green . ¥ Tilino
additional four “towns” are iden_tlfl&d ;Zhezsstem 1
River (Indian Office 1819-1820) it noayr o censu
nois, Col. Boyers compiled the Greent

Menomines viloges
are seldom con
ted that all of the

bry lived i1 B
4 wMiichiga
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ouett authored the Chicago agency Censtis,

while M. J . y cen
rdi these censuses, the Wisconsin group
s I while the

numbered 830 men, women, and children, whil
lllinois River towns totaled 207, with a total estimate
in 1819 of 1,100 Menominee tribal mempers. C_Ieland
(1996) points out that Morse's populatwr} estimates
and village locations and those offered in an 1824
report submitted by Major Henry B. Brevoorl, the
Indian Agent at Green Bay (Brevoort 1824), are con-
tradictory. Moreover, as just demonstrated, the 1819
census is less than half of that offered by Morse. Morse
estimated the Menominee population as 4,000 resid-
ing in 10 villages or “towns,” while Brevoort’s esti-
mate was 2,000, Curiously, Brevoort’s document pro-
vides the locations of 14 villages but does not include
the known settlements at Bay de Noc and Milwaukee,
both of which were accupied in 1824, Figure 10 depicts
the locations of decumented Menominee villages or
towns in 1824, sorae with accompanying population
estimates. These are adapted from the Morse aud
Brevoort documents and Cleland’s (1996) interpre-
tation of them. Collectively the 17 towns or villages
represent the range of Menominee territory in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries but clearly do not
incorporate all of the Menominee settlements.

Chronology and Segue into
History — A Rapidly Changing
Eighteenth-Century Landscape

Fifty years prior to the onset of the eighteenth cen-
tury, the habitual Menominee territory had already

become a refuge for those displaced by the Iroquois or -

so-called Beaver Wars. Abbé Claude Bernou’s map of
1681 notes the general locations of Fox, Potawatomi,
Miami, Mascouten, and Huron in eastern Wisconain
(Figure 11). Not long after, they were followed by the
Sauk, Kickapoo, growing numbers of so-called woods-
runners (courenrs de bois), and Jesuit missionaries. Coy-
reurs de bois was the name applied to French fur frad-
ers of the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centu-
ries, many of whom were unkicensed by the officials
of New France and traded furs on the black market.
They were also perceived as unprincipled, plied indig-
enous groups with adulterated high wine and whisky
and created difficulties for the tribes with whom they;
graded. Greater contact with the French also served to
increase the transmission of European diseases. The
formenly domir';ant Winnebago (Ho-Chunk) were

e in the 18th & 19th Centuries

ClverstmGlt an

settle in. Nonetheless, the ;

f:fons disrupted both habitZtilS,fll gzd()f Castory,
ties, and increasing competition f, sabsi
clally furs and European trade 000;‘ re'sourc "
to intertribal stress and periodip 11( S'.I_‘lfely
the Menominee seem to have been ;)gl litieg, I
ea.stern immig‘rants. But as time Wemeﬂto-a WPty
w1th‘the ’detenorati ng conditions in thené p‘“‘ﬁcu]aﬂy
consin River valleys just prior to the on, 0x .
Wars (ldmunds and Peyser 1993 y
Green Bay area swelled.

' The construction of the French fort at 14 gy,
1716 (see Cullen 2021, this i85U€) attracteq aye in
centrations of Indigenous populations o thenlew €0g-
take advantage of new economic opp Olrmniﬁ(;cafelto
French trading interests, and whatever beneﬁtssm".vlg‘
accrue from newly established missions, A gm‘;ignt
creole or Métis community, strongly linked t the
Menaminee and the trading interests, grew up at e
site of Saquetock’s village at the confluence of Dy
Creel and Green Bay, now the Village of Howard, The
Menominee became staunch allies of New France and
fought in several battles against the British-froquois
alliance. They remained loyal until the fall of Queber
in 1759, In spite of this, the Menominee and French
communities continued to live in harmony at Green
Bay. A Britigh garrison arrived at Green Bay, rebullt
the French fort, and gave it the name Fort Edward
Augustus. Two years later, the British abandoned
Fort Bdward Augustus, and the trade at Green Bay
remained in the hands of the Menommeeﬁf?re"k? co:;-
munity, The Menomiree, as they did earfier with n;
French, ultimately accepted British soverexgr.lt);ta ¢
remained loyal, refusing to take up arms agaﬁ;mam.
British in the 1763 Pontiac uprising. Thetibe © 0
ly sided with the British during the f_\meﬂfaimeﬁm
tionary Wat, joining expeditions against the
interests in the Hlinois country.

et of g &

]
) Poputations, t::

the

The Nineteenth Century— L?Sl”:’_ gfife
Tribal Estate and Reservati® P

. Ped
Trauma continued for the Mer;%l;u;f:now‘_e"
with the onset of the War of 1812 - et
swore fealty to the British crown
of French hegemony in 1759
in 1814 officially ending the W
withdrew from American
Mackinac in 1815 followin
established Fort Drummond 2 o to conbi™t o
American poil. Here they hoP jing e e oﬂ*‘al
ence the Great Lakes tribes, inc® ol
to continue to benefit from the
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the passage between the upper and Iower Great Lakes.

Dutring the interim betweenthe'fall. of Quebec and

the establishment of Fort Drurimond, French ¢reole

and Menominee fribal leaders continued: thefr close”
relationship and. very significant influence in the fux’

frade. Cleland {1996: 15-16) described the competition. . expect, ‘Cleland’s " simary.. of. ‘i

betwgen the American interests at Fort Mackinac and.
fhe English Indmn Depar;men{: At ;Fort Drummond,.
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val 102 Numbet 1

| ountry the Menominee contin-
hoe I A their tribal domain as Menominee
e Exp‘ltli farther and farther from the shores
B m%gt't'md Lake Winnebago. By the begin-
of Green ﬂ)p:mcrit“‘l‘l period et e
o from the Mibwaukee River

g shore
Lake Michigain 5 t to the Black River, Win-

, pe and wes
to Btﬂ} "E\N {itions took themy even farther
ter tn

p eXPL _ .
o thf‘,\' alleys of the Chippewa anel Missis-
5

and even beyond.

ome ¢

we
sippl
¢ mincteenth contury, little had
od for the Menomince since their first
Chm]ng’on to the presence of Euro-Americans
ada{pﬁ:ﬂelfur trade enterprise. In fact, the Menomi-
m hld adopted an cconomic, social and politi-
;_Iaelcst:’ategy which alfowed _lhem to lﬂift‘.advan-
fage of new apportunities W!ll"lOl-It requiring ra‘d-
ical cuitural change. By establishing kin !les with
the Green Bay traders and by developing new
s to harvest and market natural resources,
they were able to maintain th‘eir socifl!, political
and ideological system essentially as it had been
since time immemorial [Cleland 2011:142-143],

At the tumh of th

way

Neverthetess, this situationn was soon to change.
The first step was the so-called Treaty of Peace and
Friendship conducted at St. Louis in 1817. The brea-
ty had no official weight among Tribal leaders but
did have the effect of establishing perpetual peace
between the United States and the Menoininee Tribe.
No land was lost, and the Menominee acknowledged
themselves to be under the protection of the US.
government and no other sovereign, while the US.
daimed exclusive stewardship over the Menominee
and responsibility for their welfare (Kappler 1817).
land acquisition became an issue less than a
decade hence. The Treaty of Prairie du Chien (1825)
included most of the tribes of the Old Northwest, The
overnment’s abjeclives were to reconfirm its role in
Indian affairs, to reduce intertribal friction and ease
hostilitics that threatened American settlement, and to
. veaffirm American sovereignty over the British along
::1‘; zzrt?em border. Commissioners Willlam Cass
o wis Claf’k also :laought to have each tribe declare
shmd“fexclium\{e tervitery and the land that would be
the Men(:)r tunting Limd collecting, The boundarles for
by Chippmee claim reads: “bounded on the north
e Michi, country, on the east by Green Bay and
Wankop [Siclgrir:,r extending as far south as the Milla-
Tver (Kapplere]réand on the west they claim to Black
o o enomin 251) Sl.wrtiy thereafter, and unique
e o o uf:’ Ltl e firat threat to thelr homeland
nd's (g, 623) 3 government but from, in Cle-
ang ducatpy New::r 5 "a group of Christianized
W York Indians and their American

supporiers.” The proposed land swindle called for the
Menominee to cede 40 square miles of the bestlands on
either side of the Fox River to the New York Indians.
In 1820, Menominee Agent Col. john Bowyer crafted
an informal treaty agreement between the New York
delegation and Menominee representatives.

The Iand cession, known as the 1821-1822 agree-

ment, was not signed by legitimate Menominee lead-

ership, all of whom were vehemently opposed to it,
nor was it approved by the U.S. government,

This controversial proposed land grab was not
settled but was at least addressed by the Treaty of
Butie Des Morls in 1827. The primary objective of the
trealy was o resolve the boundary of fands claimed
by the Menominee, Winnebago, and Chippewa, The
Winnebago boundary was not resolved, but the Chip-
pewa/Menominee boundary between Bay de Noc
and the Wisconsin River was defined. The kreaty also
defined the boundary between Menominee fands and
those claimed by French and British citizens. The trea-
ty also set forth the provision that the President could
change the boundaries of the 1821~1822 purchase by
the New York Indians as he saw fit. Menominee lead-
ers Oshkosh and Josette Caron vigorously debated
with 1.5, Commissioners Lewis Cass and Thomas
McKenney about the agreement and denied having
agreed to it at all. The problem was then left to the
President to resolve, having simply beenr deferred by
the Treaty of Butte des Morts. Owing fo various politi-
cal manguvers, the treaty was not ratified until 1829.

Following a seties of failed discussions; negotia-
tions, and a Senate Amendment, a Menominee delega-
tion fraveled to Washington, DC, in the fall of 1830,
led by the distinguished speaker “Grizzly Bear,” The
intent was 10 negotiate a land cession and to resolve
the “New York Indian Problem.” The negotiated treaty
was signed on February 8, 1831, It described the coun-
try that was claimed exclusively by the Menominee
and agreed to set aside a teact of 500,000 acres, exclud-
ing private claims, west of the Fox River for the New
York Indians. The Menominee then ceded io the US,
Government all lands between the Milwaukee River
and the tip of the Door Peninsula, and between Lake
Michipan and Lake Winnebago, including the islands
in Green Bay and the Fox River, While the Menomi-
nee Tribe maintained usufruct rights throughout its
claimed territory, including the ceded land, resolved
the New York Indian issne to its satisfaction, and
gained the benefit.of annuities, two additional consid-
arations werg more important, First, the Menominee

. affirmed their. paternal relationship with the Great

Father, and second, the U.S, government recognized
the tribe’s exclusive territorial claim to some 10 mil-
lion acres in Wisconsin. In assessing the condition of
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the Menominee following the first significant Jand ces-

sion, Cleland noted:
The treaty of 1831 did little to change thf‘f Menom-
inee way of life. Despite the land cesslons, they
continued to follow their traditional seasonal
eubsistence rounds and to use the resources andl
territorics as they had since before the arrival of
Furo-Americans [1996:79].

The Indian Removal Act of 1830 signaled the end
of waditional lifeways for many of the Indigenous
peoples in the eastern United States. The purported
philosophy of the Act was to protect Indian people
by removing them to a region beyond arty corrapt-
ing influence of non-Indians, where they could either
rmaintain their own cultures or, more preferably, be
transformed into educated agriculturalists. In prac-
tice, the Act “resulted in mass vemoval of thousands
of eastern Indians into conditions of hopelessness,
poverty and despair” (Cleland 1996:81).

The efforts to remove the Menominee, however,
continued over the next decade, and by the time of the
negotiations for the Treaty of Lake Poygan in 1848, two
factors were apparent. First, the press of white settle-
ment began to have a significant impact on traditional
subsistence practices. Staples like maple sugar and
syrup as well as the Green Bay fisheries were now pro-
cessed for use beyornd Menominee consumption, and

represented two commodities that could be turned into

hard cash or bartered for other necessaries. Production
beyond consumption needs is verified by the output of
the Christian bands at Lake Poygan, which numbered

about 500 individuals. In 1849, the bands produced

4,000 bushels of corn, 1,000 of potatoes, 20 of wheat,
and 20 of barley. They also harvested 200 bushels of
wild rice and 1,000 bushels of cranberries and made
35,000 pounds of maple sugar (Medill 1850:220}). Sec~
ond, removal of the Tribe from Wisconsin was stifl an

important political agenda. Territorial Governor Hen-.

ry Dodge, for example, in his 1846 report to the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs, recommended a irealy
to purchase the remainder of the Menominee land as
soon as possible (Medill 1846:39), The following yeat,
he described the removat of the Menominee west of the
Migsissippi as “humane policy” (Medill 1848:90). With
substantial plotiing and chicanery, Governor Dodge
and Green Bay Agent Albert Ellis orchestrated an
arrangement to have Commissioner of Indian Affafrs
William Medill show up at Lake Poygan to person-
afly negotiate the cession of the remaining Menominee
lands in Wisconsis, and move the &ribe to the Crow
Wing area of Minnesota. The Menominee were already
faced with American squatters settling on the remain-
ing unceded land, and with Medill's threats that if they

Menominee Tribe in the 18th & 19th Centuries

Overstreek md gy -
iBng

did not sign the treaty and self e 1
the United States would take Posses
tﬁe Menomh;ee from the country .
the Treaty of Lake Poygan was s sd
Medill that “the hearf:zgof theacs:l'zlegf:i,d' G kosl:lrtﬂ(:;
were bloated with grief,” and to hyg fe:;ld (e
stated, “my friends we cannot dg oth ow.
forced into it” (Sawyer 1849). CTWise, e arg
Article 6 of the treaty provideq an
for a Menominee delegation to traye] ;0 ﬁ? Portypj
new home, which consisted of 600,000 e?TO;JUSed
Crow Wing region in Minnesota, In 1859:%1-93 in g
atory party of young Menominee men wag c‘;ﬂ explor.,
to reconnoiter the Crow Wing tract. Accon ls?é}tChed
William Powell, who served as interprotey P;iﬂmdb
jucged the area unacceptable as it did hot ﬁw@ par
wild rice or game, a conclusion verified by l;o‘: l;?uch
Chief Oshkash, supported by many othere"
ests, petitioned the government, citing the man lf?ter-
in the 1848 treaty, and asked that the Menomi{le:‘::
allowed to remain in their Wisconsin homelanq, |
the fall of 1852, the President requested the Ch.ie[n
to remove to the Wolf River country for payment nsf
annuities at Keshena Falls. Tribal leadership wag satis.
fied with this arrangement, and efforts were directed
to formulating the Treaty of the Wolf River in 1854
This treaty amended the inequities in the 1848 Treaty
of Lake Poygan and established the Menominee Res.
ervation, consisting of 12 townships. The two south-
western townships were later ceded to the Stockbridge
and Munsee Indians. Throughout the first half of the
nineteenth century, the Menominee saw the extent of
their tribal estate dwindle from more thar 10,000,000
acres to a little more than 275,000 in 1854, Two years
later an additional 46,000 acres were lost for a home
for the Stockbridge-Munsee.

ands i

Post-Reservation Life and
the Archaeology of the Late
Nineteenth Century

The Poygan bands began moving onto the reser .
vation in the late fall of 1854, Keesing (1987) provides
an overview of modifications to tracitional Menom®
nee lifeways, in part as a function of res?wation Tife,
and in part owing to new political, soctal, and faﬂz
nomic conditions. The Oconto River, Menom“ﬁ
River, Peshtigo River, and other bands subsequenm{
moved onto the reservation and establisij?d ew CO
munities. Keesing noted that while 5if5‘ Cﬂrﬁ: cente
was already underway by the “ﬁd'“metef; rakons.
ry, reservation life also called forth new & Eﬁe Zoak
Traditional groups settled in certain areas
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ot 10’ Kka Creek, and Chickeney Creek
. ecrvatiﬂn. Settlements at Lamotte
R.L;S Branch, and West Branch were
uth 2,500 Tribal members

More than . bers
m yation, but many simply stayed

Oconto, and Peshtigo Rive‘rs,

aton 1€ Siage on the east shore of Le:ke "_th_l-
P et V! Taonee Falls and Indl.an Prairie in
ntlﬂg"' Mm?(‘) nsin, and at the Métis community
" ] wlbé:;];nd, guccinctly characterized the
s ominee demography:

hope of the federal goyernment
Wisconsin that the Menomi-
and eventially remain on
this was not required, nor
-4 Fhe 2,800 or s0 Menominee

n fock exm;‘zgtl‘n’?he chase at the time of the
whe de'pree];' treaty could not poasibly mak_e a
W‘.ﬂg R“i:hin ihe boundary of the reservation.
ey V: recessity and choice, continued to hunt
They. Gd1 ather over much of the territory they
mlc‘i a:deg in former treaties. Even in the strictest
he igcatirm of the Manypenny's allotment }')ohe
:}?Pﬁ was recognized that northern reservations
si)r’nply could not support the pgop}e who were
This was particularly true for

assigned to them. d ‘
the gl\?enominee reservation which was selected

for its natural resources, not its agricul"mral
potential. For this reason, a treaty ne.got.:ate.d
under Manypenniy’s supervision in Wisconsin
and Minnesota in 1854 reserved usufruct ever
the ceded territory while at the same time cre-
ating reservations, In the decades following the
Walf River treaty most of the Menominee people
did move onto their reservation. They also con-
tinved to leave the reservation o lang, fish, and
gather as they had been assured they could in
the treaty of 1831 {Cleland 1996:134-135],

Cree™
osh inee
OShi}:e pnomin®
ot Keg]‘l(?nff’ .
Lake: i Christid .
.ﬁ]ﬂ o lhe laeff(— .
moves L Menominees

rring in Men
nges pecurring 10 M
A

pit was the

‘Ni'ﬂl itiz(—_‘ﬂs Uf

e would move 0
the new reservation,

The archaeological expressions of late nineteenth-
century off-reservation Menomirnee sites likely differ
ikt Y
(l)l ¢ from those of the Ojibwe, Sioux, Potawatom,

Hawa, and others in northern Wisconsin, Shared
;n?ter:al culture, adaptation to logging, fishing, quar
a{f‘;g' and other growing industries, and dwindling
o ;s % off-reservation ricing sites, hunting grounds,
exlrm‘;“’“IJS, and other seasonal and special-purpose
e § del‘::}fFan?Ps all worked in consort to make eth-
tecord, ”if{hﬂﬂ more diffuse in the archaeological
1970) o Tew of this phenomenon, Salzer {1969,

<41 Coined ¢he tarm @

5 nabil

4y ¥t discern any specific ethnie affiliation for

B of . N .
Dlst‘rittin Post-Clvil War sites in the Morth Lakes:

nop 4 N )
by thern Wisconsin, Nonetheless, late nine-
and carly typep, "

Minities g fieth-century multi-ethnic com-
ke thoge discussed by Brothahn (2019) were

John Badger phase,” owing to
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commonplace outside of the reservation boundaries,
Some of these communitles, like Indian Farms and
Doglown, were ethnic enclaves, respectively, for the
Potawatomi and Ojibwe, and were dominated by one
tribal group or another, Others, like Skunk Hill {Bir-
mingham 2015) functioned as muiti-ethnic communi-
ties and ceremordal centers.

Within the boundaries of the Menominee Reser-
vation, nineteenth-century sites are, for the most part,
individual homesteads or homestead clusters, The
Chief Oshkosh settlement (47ME132), for example,
harbors the berms and cellar depressions of numerous

cabins. Further, the wagon road from Keshena to the’

settlement is still visible while the forest is in leaf-off

condition in the early spring, before the understory

grows up, Nearby is the cemetery from that mid-nine-
teenth-century settlement overlooking the Wolf River.
Logging camps, farmsteads, individual homesteads,
and sugar camps from thig era are numerous and well
preservedt, The early settlements at South Branch and
Zoar have been identified but awalt detailed map-
ping and description. Only West Branch—also known
as Kinepoway’s Village—has been studied in detail.
In fwrn, Kinepoway's Village serves as an unfested
mode] for comparison with Jate precontact agricul-
tural communities that are known o occur throughont
the Menominee Reservation and at fewer locations in
northeastern Wisconsin (Grignon et al, 2013; Over-
street 2009, 2015) and in Michigan's Upper Peninsula
(Buckmaster 1979).

Looking back from the early twentieth century,
insights regarding what lifeways were like in times
past can be found in the ethnographic and ethnologi-
cal records. Both Walter Hoffman (1896) and Alan-
son Skinner (1921) poriray domestic settings in their
published works. Although Hoffman confuses win-
ter and summer domestic structures, the images are
of late-tineteenth-century lodgings but likely have a
much longer history. More compelling perhaps are the
images provided by Skinner that depict Soman Jim's
camp, bark lodge, arbor, and sacred. pole, along with
his bean crop growing in the traditional raised fields
that have great antiquity but were still employed dur-
ing the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and were
still in use by some in the early decades of the twenti-
eth (Figures 12 and 13). .

. Summaxy, Conclusions, and __
Future Research Opportunities

The arcﬁaeology jof the Menominee Tribe in the

and nineteenth centuries is inextricably

eighteenth re age two positions

linked fo its antecedents, but the



96

regarding the antiquity of the Menominee in Wiscon-
sin aind Michigan's Upper Peninsula, The first of these
is the thesis presented by Ronald J. Mason (1997). He
suggested that the Menominee homeland, based pri-
marily on a single utterance by Father Claude Dablon
in the mid-seventeenth century, was situated in the
area of Michilimackinac, and that perhaps they arrived
in Wisconsin only a shott time before the French. The
second viewpoint, and the one espoused here, i5 more
consistent with Menominee oral traditions. 1t takes a
deep time perspective and harks back to their origin
narrative wherein the Tribe's creation took place, as
nioted earlier; at the. mouth of the Menominee River,
and since the transformation of the ancestral bear,
‘they have always lived in this region. Most trouble-
-some, however, is how to interpret the shift in the
lengthy continuum of the regional Woodland ceramic
fraditions to pottery generally assigned to Oneota or
Upper Mississippian rather than Woodland cultures,
~Mason’s. (1966) seminal work on the Door Peninsula
viewed the sequenice of Woodland: (North Bay-Heins
‘Creek~Point Sauble) pottery as an evolutionary con-
Hnuom. By about AD  950-1050, shell-tempered

Figure 12 Soman Jim photos: (a, below) Soman Jim’s bark

lodge {ca. 1925) (courtesy of the Milwaukee Public Museurn,

#6813); (b, right} Soman Jim (ca. 1920} (courtesy of the
Menominee Historic Preservation Department).

Menontinee Tribe in the 18th & 19th Centuries
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Figure 3. Soman Jim's camp w
inec Historic Preservation Deparlment).

potlery, known as Mero complex ware, made a sud-
den appearance in the archaeological record in east-
em Wiscorsin and the Upper Peninsula (Brose 1968;
Bﬂck{naster 1979; Mason 1966, 1990, 1992), The long-
sanding Woodland ceramic tradilion of grit-tempered
"Pvti’g!erg lembeilished i}y_ Fe:\ftile impressions was joined
" l;{y‘rZiplacfed by, distinctly different and unmis-
fced ol ieg]};lzal?{e, generally unaclorned, plain-sur-
The comb; pered pﬂE’teI‘y.. .

w, 2(}[};)111 Da.ned contributions of Bruhy (1990, 2002;
o d, (1053 irst (1993, 1998), Moffat (1999), Moffat
Onfin, Mas’oa*nd Overstreet (2000, 2009) served to
Plex, firgy def‘n 5 P{'Oposed revision of the Mero Com-
Eoaph 1med 01966, but it was expanded both

Cally any chronologically by Mason's own

"ork at Roe 1 ) . . Mason
Y, he lnusezl?nd (:1986, 199¢, 1992), In a 1990 sum;

. whatevel,
Outp

T

S L !".:'-“.':.'!"‘ 5. .;\‘r.‘ LA
glse the Merg Complex may be made

o,
4

oy it oy . -
Mutes o apparently also ineop poratgs the gtk .

*Aculbyral radis \

Presont pg eaiu;ﬁiﬁ‘l‘g‘f;‘m: fstustreviewed, it

ount B8 early g 4o oo i doitls s
theeg N ihe Fousteantts . é’-‘fﬂ.lg\?l,t}’:. wag going
Aty higtg » and left an impring in

M€ pering [Mason 1990:134],

In retrospect, Mason (1966:194) wondered: " ©
‘What happened to the Tesident Woodiatid popus.
lation and its culture? Was it actually displaced
or annihilated by the newcomers? Or; did Oneo-
ta cultire diffuse through the resident popuda- |
tlon enl replace their native pottery and other .
craft traditions without.actual displacement of

. ,’populatlon?t_;:« R R A N o -
TS S AT R Sl
i He favors the former intespretation, based on
his ‘assutnption thet'all historically”known Oneota
peoples were Siouan spedkers, Dirst (1998) also favors
the displacement notion, sugesting that Oneota peo-
ple drove the ancestial Menominee residents across
the bay from the Doop Peninsula to the Mengmines
River locales where they were firstencountered by the

Prench expedition led:by Jean Nicolgt in634. Neither

of these notions appear to fbwell-with the.archaeo-
Togical- recorch: At/geveral sites-0lx thg ‘Menominee
reservation; atlocations ity Door: Ogonto, and Brown,

" Counties, and at the Back!uhd- ayick Riverside sltes on

the Menomirieé River in the Uppér Pé:ninsulm'Mgm
Complex pottery was found chegk by jowk with. Late

|
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Woodland forms. Halsey (1999:275) noted this same
puzzling phenometion in Michigan at other siles on
the Menominee River as well: “Bxactly how Upper
Mississippian pots came to the sites where they lay
right next to Woodland tradition pots is uncertain.”
Mason's (1966:194) favored explanation was
made clear: “There is as yet liitle archaeclogical evi-
dence of an acculturation situation—only replace-
ment.” His argument, though, was based on lingulstic
data rather than archaeological evidence: “Indeed, the
Siouan-speaking Winnebago constituted a remark-
able linguistic corridor virtually surrounded by
Algonquian-speaking peoples of Woodland cultural
characteristics,” With the current information, it now
seems ever more likely that Mero complex ware was
introduced by migrants from the south. Initially, they
may have been few in number, and some were fikely
absorbed into the Algonquian-speaking, long-restdent
population. Philip Nakuti's description of Menominge
pottery manufacture as given o Alarison Skinner in
1917 deserves serious consideration. This idea about
the ancestral Menominee material culture is support-
ed by stratigraphic contexts of shell-tempered pottery
supported by radiocarbon dates at the Big Eddy West
and Joe Dick Road sites on the Menominee reserva-

tion (Gartner and Overstreet 2016). Mason’s work

at the Rock Island 1T site (47DR128) at the tip of the
Daoor Peninguta (Mason 1986, 1990, 1992) also does no
damage to the suggestions of archaeologists thal some
shell-tempered ceramics from northeastern Wiscon-
sin were made by Menominee potters, Hall provided
key insights when addressing the long-standing and
vigorously debated chronology for the appearance of
shell-tempered pottery in eastern Wisconsin,

I do believe it would be a migtake, however,
not to continue to give serious consideration to
occurrences of plain-surfaced, shell-tempered,
and modified lip ware in Wisconsin that appear
to predate Aztalan and that fall within the broad
generic definition of Oneota ceramics, Whether
in all or any cases they may properly be called
Oneota is another matter. What is needed, per
haps, is a terminology for Oneota-like ceramics
co-cccurring with Woodland ceramics and made
by band-level minimally horticultural societies,
I am one of those who believe that the Menomi-
nee were responsible for some of the Oneota-like
pottery foutrd on the Door Peninsula and west
of Green Bay, but [ don't believe that would
make the Menominee Oneofa in the sense that
most people think of Oneota, The same consid-
erations should apply to the remoter past [Hall
2004:33-34].

Menominee Tribe in the 18th & 19th Centuries

Ovel'slreet e Crig
floy

We assert thal the provisional we o,

tion meets the need Hall stated, 1 saﬁsf? Rivey trag.
co-occurrence of Oneota-like angd WOOIcf[S t

made by band-lfevel, mi nimally horﬁcu]h‘:“d Cerameg
At the same time, we believe twg importml S0Ciugpg
of Hall's construct deserve scrutiny. Firsa:t featyro
paid little attention to the Jeve] of socioculn; “;Fa e
cal, anct economic integration for obvioug re-.ra s Polig;.
have not addressed community size ang o :asnFs, ang
Bruhy (2008) and Overstreet (2000, 2009 £ 2
to treat shoit-term extraction camps ang Slimm, b N
cultural viflages, respectively, but are mytq on :.E[? i
er the settlement-subsistence framework is “h elh
level.” Second, “minimally horticultural” may n:f?lf-
terminologically apropos. Ongoing research on faise:t
agricuttural fields suggests long-term, sophisticateq
agroforestry that is significantly more than the térsn'
“minimally horticultural” tmplies (Gartrer 2003, 2055, -
Gartner and Overstreet 2016; Scullin 2015), Final!y:
and most importantly, the provisional Wolf River
tradition serves to carry the Menominee Indian Tribe
of Wisconsin across history’s threshold and provides
context for this brief report on Menominee archaeg).
ogy of the sighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
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